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	Commander’s Update

It is with a sad heart that I wish to inform everyone that Commander Chester Canter has elected to step down as Commander of Post 318.  He is doing this out of necessity due to serious health issues.  I wish Chester the very best as he works through these issues, and I pray that he has a successful and speedy recovery.  Please send your prayers Chester’s way.

I am stepping up as Commander for the remaining of the 2020 – 2021 year.  I will also be retaining my 1st Vice Commander’s duties and will remain our Membership Chairman.

As we go forth into the 2021 – 2022 business year we are diligently working to fill both the Commander and the Adjutant’s roles.  Lee Stegmann has very graciously offered to place his name in the hat for the Commander’s role.  Lee is a recent transfer to Post 318 from Post 72.  Every Post does things slightly different; therefore, should Lee be elected to this position he will need help from all members as he works to lead us into the next year.  We still have no volunteer for the Adjutant’s role.  This role is required by National for our Post to stay viable and retain its charter.  Please search your heart and help us fill this opening.  I also want to thank everyone that has stepped up to fill all our other positions and to lead all the various committees that help keep our Post both active and serving our members, other veterans, and our community.  We couldn’t do all the things we do without your support.

One last item.  There have been some individual(s) that have been assisting in raising and lowering the flag when required.  This help is greatly appreciated.  The request I have it that if anyone does this to please give Bob Alfieri a call: (513) 405-2234, and let him know that this service has been completed.  This will save Bob from running down to the Post for no reason.  We don’t know whose been helping out; but, it is greatly appreciated; thank you.

Robert Kamman

Commander / 1st Vice Commander


	Membership Update

Post 318 at 100% of quota!  Great job and thanks to everyone that’s sent their membership dues in!  Hamilton county is at quota and the 4th District is in 1st place and the only District at quota.

Here are our current stats:

2020-21 Membership Scoreboard

     Paid as of 03/23/2021
168 members!

     2021 Goal: 168 (% of Goal: 100%)

     2021 Quota: 167 (% of Quota: 100.6%) 

Robert Kamman

1st Vice Commander

Membership Chair

______________________________________________

Post Finance Report
    1st Financial Checking        $ 14,510.46

    Outstanding Checks           $    - 216.00            

    SILCO (Fire protection)    $ - 2,302.10

    Liquor License                   $ - 2,844.00

    Mortgage due 4/29             $ - 1,496.00

    Effective Balance              $  14,290.08

   1st Financial Savings          $+57,578.07 

   1st  Financial 15 mos CD.   $+45,184.41
   Total of All Accounts:          $110,413.98.  March's Total available funds were: $113,211.00.

   Working on 2020 IRS Form 990 and expect to have     completed by end of April (due May 17th).

All bills and credit cards are currently paid up and included in total above.

Euchre is now back on Thursdays: about $200 a month

Randy Lindsey

Finance Officer




	Kirk Minnich Needs our Help
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Our 2nd Vice Commander’s daughter, Meredith, is very, very ill with Acquired Aplastic Anemia. She will soon need a donor bone marrow transplant, since neither of her siblings is a bone marrow match.  Friends got together to organize a fundraiser on May 22, 2021, from 6 PM to 11 PM.  It’s an outdoor Casino night with quite a few nice donations to auction, including 4 tickets for an FC Cincinnati Suite, a Norwell Gameday Experience, and a one year YMCA membership!  The fundraiser will be held on private property at 6923 Salem Rdoad, across the street from the Beech Acres Park entrance.  The entrance to the auction will be marked, and may have a police officer directing people.

You can scan the VENMO QR code (above, on the flyer) and pay for your tickets, or you can e-mail: mmaplasticanemiafund@gmail.com for more info on tickets and donations.

Thanks so much!

A Concerned Member’s Wife


	Charities, Inc. Update
The COVID 19 pandemic has had a significant impact on American Legion Anderson Post 318 – Charities, Inc (CI).  Specifically, we have had to cancel all of our fund raisers, over the last year, which limited the amount of funding that we had available to support our 2021 programs.  Looking ahead to program year 2022, fundraising is still going to be a challenge.  Many of our suspended programs will be reinstated, but there will be a number of programs we hoped to fund in 2022 that are still going to be suspended. 

With our lack of fundraising, CI is going to depend heavily on donations to fund our 2022 programs.  To this point, remember there are two corporate programs that contribute to CI, based on your support for their businesses.  All you need to do is sign up, select CI as your cause and they will contribute a portion of your spending to CI.  Details are listed below: 

Kroger Community Rewards – If you are a Kroger customer and are not currently supporting a charitable organization through Kroger Community Rewards, we would encourage you to do your part!  Go to www.kroger.com, and register for the Kroger Community Rewards program and select American Legion Post 318 Charities, Inc. as your cause.

Amazon Smiles – American Legion Post 318 Charities Inc. is now registered with Amazon Smiles.  So, if you shop at Amazon and select American Legion Post 318 Charities, Inc. as your charity, Amazon donates 0.5% of all eligible purchases.  To maximize our revenue opportunities, please share this information with family and friends.

Don Bishop

President, Charities, Inc.

____________________________________

Charitable Giving

Over the course of each year American Legion Post 318 Charities, Inc. (Charities, Inc.) contributes thousands of dollars to programs and causes important to our membership.


	Color Guard Events

Memorial Day activities on May 31st:  We will possibly start with breakfast at the Post at 7:30 am, or meet at ATC by 8:15 by the flag poles for a picture.  (carpooling for Cemetery visits), leave at 8:30 am.  Meet at Mt. Moriah by 8:45 am for the first ceremony.

The following members have volunteered:

Bob K., Ed S, , Bob A, , Dan W., Jerry P., Walt G., Gary G., Stepehen S., Charley C., Don B.

 

Hopefully we can double up for carpooling, maybe 6 or 7 cars.  If you want to be a driver let me know.  Full CG uniform. Any other members are welcome to join us at the cemetery visits . We will return to ATC before the Bell Ceremony at noon.  Any questions?  Let me know. 

Thanks ,

R. Caskey, SAA

BINGO!

Even though we had Bingo at Post 318 on just 3 Sundays in April, a record was set on funds transferred to Charities, Inc.!

Money to the Post: $3,500

Money to Charities, Inc. (501C3): $1,365 (New Record!)

Concessions, Gross: $458

Total for the month of April: $532.86

The Bingo year is from November thru October, so yearly total is $19,200, with $5,965 going to Charities, Inc.

Please consider helping us out on Sundays.  The jobs are easy to learn, and about half are completed by 7:30 PM.  We are usually finished with all jobs by 9:30 to 10 PM --- except for me!

Ed Sears

Bingo Chairman

513-474-0246, emsears1969@gmail.com
_________________________________________________

All further ZOOM meeting will use this:

ID: 3959722502 Password: Post318 (Capitol “P” is necessary in the password.)

 Randy Lindsey

	Euchre is Back!!

Euchre is now open and currently scheduled every Thursday night (starting at 7 pm) and Fridays (starting at noon), and is open to the public. Buy-in is $5 (1/2 prize money and 1/2 post donation). Doors open at 6:45 pm/11:30 am, games begin at 7p and noon, respectively. COVID restrictions are currently mandated and enforced.  
 
Joe Baker
BSA Troop 519 - COR & American Legion Post 318 - Euchre coordinator

__________________________________________

Formation of a "Sons of the American Legion (S.A.L.) Squadron"????
At the February 24th Executive Committee Meeting, the E.C. authorized the exploration into the formation of a Post 318 S.A.L. Squadron. Thus, we are seeking information as to whether any of our membership's sons would be interested in joining a Post S.A.L Squadron, should such be formed.

The S.A.L was created in 1932, as an organization within the American Legion that exists to honor the service and sacrifice of Legionnaires. The S.A.L is made up of males all male descendants, adopted sons and stepsons of veterans of of all ages whose parents or grandparents served in the U.S Military and were eligible for membership in the American Legion.

To form such a Post 318 unit requires a minimum of at least ten (10) eligible males to serve as Charter Members of the Squadron. Should it be determined that we have sufficient volume of interest, we will conduct an “Informational / Orientation Meeting” for all interested to attend to determine if we can move forward with the formation.

Anyone interested in possible membership in a Post 318 S.A.L. Squadron, should contact Post 318 Adjutant – Dan Wolfangel, via email at dwacons@aol.com. Please provide email and phone contact info for follow-up, and indicate “S.A.L.” on subject line of email so it doesn't get missed.

Dan Wolfangel

Adjutant


	Grave Marker Flags for Hillcrest
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Hillcrest Cemetery is the final resting place for approximately 1400 Veterans.  Over the years the cemetery has suffered from extreme neglect, and virtually no respect has ever been given to these American Servicemen.  However, this Memorial Day our hope is to make a difference!  Our goal is to decorate Hillcrest, by placing an American Flag at each veteran grave.  The plan is to place them the weekend before Memorial Day (May 22nd), retrieve them the weekend after Memorial Day (June 5th), then store them for use in following years.  We estimate the cost to accomplish this task will approach $1,200.

As a veteran, you can support this recognition effort in three (3) ways.  First, consider making a contribution to our “Go Fund Me” campaign.  This will fund the program.  Simple go to “Friends of Hillcrest Cemetery” Facebook page, then find and click-on “Go Fund Me” post.  Second, volunteer to come out to Hillcrest May 22nd to place the flags, or June 5th to retrieve them.  The start time on either day is 9:00 AM.  However, if you plan to come out and help, please send an email to Don Bishop at dabishop@fuse.net, so we know how many people are planning to come out and help.  Lastly, make a trip over to Hillcrest, during Memorial Day week and pay your respects.  

Don Bishop
_________________________________________

Charities, Inc. Finances

General Account Balance on 3/31/2021:  $8,863.56

Veterans Account Balance on 3/31/2021: $   692.93

Total Balance of Both Accounts:               $9,556.49

Walt Geil

Charities, Inc. Treasurer
	2021-2022  POST OFFICER ELECTION
The  Election for Post 318 Officers will occur at the May 12, 2021 Post General Membership Meeting, starting at 7 PM.. The meeting will be both physical at the Post facility, and virtually on “zoom”(available through information provided elsewhere in this  newsletter).  Notice of the election logistics and the current known slate of candidates, was mailed to all Post Members on April 20, 2021, in accordance with member notification requirements of Post 318 By-Laws, and included the following slate of candidates. As was also noted in the member's mailing, “Post Commander” and “Adjutant” nominations remained open until the April 28th Executive Committee (E.C.) Meeting, in hope of securing nominees for the vacant officerships prior to the election.  At the E.C. Meeting, Post member Lee Stegmann's request for candidacy to seek election to Post Commander position was unanimously accepted, and added to the slate of candidates for 2021-2022 election, which is now as follows

Commander:                            Lee Stegmann

1st Vice Commander:               Robert Kamman           2nd Vice Commander:              Kirk Minnich

 Adjutant:                                [NO NOMINEE]

 Finance Officer;                      Randy Lindsey

 Sgt-At-Arms;                          Ralph Caskey

 Chaplain                                  Jerry Porter

 Also, as stated in member's mailing, should any nominations for Commander or Adjutant be obtained, and if there are no contested races (i.e.: no more than one candidate for any position)  a vote by acclamation for the election of all candidates listed for their respective Post Officer positions, will be taken at election meeting, and no ballots will be prepared.

BOB KAMMAN ASSUMES ROLE

With Chester Canter stepping down, 1st Vice Commander Bob Kamman will assume the Post Commander's role and responsibilities through the balance of Canter's unexpired term, which ends with Officer Installation in June, 2021.  We appreciate Bob's acceptance of these additional responsibilities as he continues his 1st Vice and Membership Chair duties.
Dan Wolfangel
Post 318 Adjutant



	Memorial Day, 2019!
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This photo is from Memorial Day in 2019.  This year’s Memorial Day falls on May 31st, and Sgt. at Arms, Ralph Caskey, needs more volunteers to represent the Post for the Memorial Day ceremonies at our local cemeteries, and at the Anderson Town Center!  Please consider volunteering!

Memorial Day, 2021!
On Memorial Day, Monday – May 31st, Anderson Post 318 will conduct their long-standing practice of conducting memorial ceremonies at nine local cemeteries in honor of those military veterans laid to rest at those locations. The brief memorial service at each cemetery will include the Post's Color Guard, the placing of small American flags and flowers on the representative veteran’s graves, the firing of a three round volley “salute to the dead” by the Post's Rifle Squad, and playing of “taps” by Post 318's bugler.  Post 318 would welcome anyone that wished to join them at any of these locations, with the ceremonial detail arriving at the respective cemetery at the estimated times noted below:

 8:40 AM   –  Mt. Moriah Cemetery (Mt. Moriah Drive) 

 9:05 AM   –  Veterans Park (Forest Road)

 9:20 AM   –  Asbury Cemetery (Forest Road @ Asbury)

 9:35 AM   –  Old Five Mile Chapel Cemetery (Five Mile Rd. 

10:00 AM   –  Hillcrest Cemetery (Sutton Road)

10:15 AM   –  Salem Community Church Cemetery (Salem & Sutton)

10:35 AM   –  Guardian Angels Cemetery  (Beechmont @ Salem)

10:55 AM   –  Wolfangel Cemetery (Deaconsbench Drive)

11:15 AM   –  Clough Baptist Cemetery (Bridges Road @ Clough)
Post 318 will then be participating in the Anderson Township Memorial Day Bell Ceremony at the Anderson Government Center starting promptly at 12 Noon on Monday, May 31st. This Memorial Day Service provides an opportunity for residents to recognize the sacrifices made by those who are no longer with us. The Post's  participation includes the raising and lowering of flag to half-staff, the ringing of the bell in honor of deceased veterans, a ceremonial rifle salute by Post 318’s Rifle Squad, placing of a memorial wreath at Memorial, and playing of “TAPS”.

	Underutilized VA Benefits

Reprint from: U.S. Veteran Compensation Programs
According to Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) benefits officials, the following benefits are among the most underutilized benefits available to veterans:

Aid & Attendance: Veterans and their survivors can qualify for a monthly pension if they need help with daily activities, are bedridden, live in a nursing home, or even have limited eyesight.

Caregiver Support: Family caregivers can take advantage of a variety of services, such as a help support line, peer mentoring, online workshops and a comprehensive financial assistance program.

Transfer GI Benefits To Spouse or Children: The GI Bill helps pay for education benefits, and a veteran who doesn't use all of his or her GI allowances can transfer the remaining benefits to a spouse or child.

Community Benefits : Many counties have their own veteran service officer who can assist veterans with receiving their pensions, medical care, military records, grave markers and home loans.

Veteran Service Organizations: Veteran service organizations can also assist with matters such as filing a claim with the VA or financial matters such as tax issues.

Home Loans: Veterans, active duty service members and survivors can receive VA direct and VA-backed home loans to help build, buy, improve or refinance a home. Although there are credit and income requirements, terms may be better than those offered on the open market. Nearly 90 percent of VA-backed loans are made with no down payment.

Even if your home loan is not VA direct or VA-backed, you can also receive counseling if you are having trouble making mortgage payments. But if your loan is through the VA, the agency will provide a counselor to help you work directly with the company that handles billing

Life Insurance: Veterans, active duty service members and their families can enroll in VA-administered life insurance to receive benefits they have earned.

Need Help?

If you’re a veteran and need help obtaining any of your entitled benefits, please contact our Service Officer, Charlie Cleves.  Charlie can be reached at (513) 232-7767, or via email at: ccleves1@fuse.net.



	American Legion to Shelby, N.C.:  ‘Play Ball!’ The American Legion World Series to be held as originally scheduled!  
The head of the nation’s largest veterans organization announced that The American Legion World Series will be played in Shelby, N.C., August 12-17. The eight-team championship tournament is returning after the premier baseball event was cancelled in 2020 due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

“As a former American Legion Baseball coach, I am extremely excited about the return of this fantastic event,”  National Commander James W. “Bill” Oxford said. “With the availability of vaccines and additional data showing that young people participating in outdoor activities represent a low risk for spread of the virus, we feel that we can conduct a safe world series. This is a very different environment than what we faced last year. Many of us eagerly await the umpire’s welcoming words of ‘play ball!’”
Officials at National Headquarters plan to conduct American Legion Boys Nation at Marymount University, and the American Legion 3-Position Air Rifle Junior Shooting Sports National Championships in Colorado Springs, as originally scheduled. The American Legion will observe Center for Disease Control guidelines and local and state public health mandates for all of its national programs.
National Headquarters
_____________________________________________________________

Commander Canter Resigns

2020-2021 Commander Chester Canter, unfortunately due to health concerns, notified Adjutant Wolfangel and the Post Executive Committee  in writing on April 7th, that he would step down from, and relinquish his responsibilities and duties of Post 318 Commander.  We all wish Past Commander Canter the best in his current medical battle.

Dan Wolfangel

Post 318 Adjutant

	Next Meeting

Our next meeting is scheduled for 7:00 PM, Wednesday, May 12th.  As usual we will go through our committee reports, updating our projects and programs.  We will also vote for our new officers for program year 2021-2022.  Post Member Lee Stegmann, who resides in Newtown, has entered his name in the list of nominees running for post officer positions for the 2021 – 2022 Post  year.  Lee is a veteran of the U.S. Navy, and has been active in the Boy Scouts of America program for many years.  He has also been active as a firearms instructor with the NRA.  He is a father and grandfather, and has been in the Legion for 9 years.  He is running for Commander, Post 318. 

Our success depends on your support, so feel free to bring a friend and come out and join us for this important meeting!

Next E.C. meeting will be at 7:00 PM on May 26, 2021.

Post Officers & Committee Chairs:

Commander:           Bob Kamman      513-474-5237          
1st Vice:                   Bob Kamman      513-474-5237

2nd Vice:                  Kirk Minnich      513-594-5339

Adjutant:                  Dan Wolfangel    513-474-9577

Finance Officer:      Randy Lindsey    513-374-2099

Chaplain:                 Jerry Porter          513-528-1557

Sgt.-at-Arms:           Ralph Caskey       513-470-6588

Americanism:          VACANT

Bingo:                       Ed Sears              513-474-0246

Community Support: VACANT

Event Coordination: Ken Knight         513-675-5234

Fundraising:            VACANT

House:                      Bob Alfieri          513-232-0309

Service Officer:       Charlie Cleves      513-232-7767 Charities, Inc. President,  Don Bishop 513-474-4194

Asst. Finance Officer and Newsletter Editor:
Joe DuBois, joedubois@cinci.rr.com    513-582-8477




	
	Visit us at: www.post318.org
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