		January 14, 2026

MINUTES
AMERICAN LEGION POST 318
REGULAR MEETING
JANUARY 14, 2026

Commander Minnich called the Post Meeting to order at approximately 7:00 PM. Colors were in place and saluted. Minnich gave the Recognition of POW-MIAs, and the POW-MIA Chair Cover was placed by Gregorio. The Opening Prayer was given by Chaplain Heberly. Reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance was led by 1st Vice Commander Sipes. Reciting of the Preamble was led by 2nd Vice Commander Sunderhaus. Minnich then opened the meeting for the normal order of business.

Attendance: Sergeant at Arms Caskey advised that there were 22 Post 318 members physically and 0 via ZOOM in attendance for a total of 22 Post members, which exceeded the quorum of 18. There was no SAL Squadron 318 member present and one guest present.

Roll Call of Post Officers and Committee Chairs:   Carey conducted the roll call, as follows: 
	
	     Elected Officers
	

	
	Commander  
	Kirk Minnich
	X

	
	1st Vice Commander   
	Morgan Sipes
	X

	
	2nd Vice Commander 
	Tina Sunderhaus
	X

	
	Adjutant
	Bob Carey
	X

	
	Finance Officer
	Randy Lindsey
	E

	
	Sergeant-at-Arms   
	Ralph Caskey
	X

	
	Chaplain / VAVS Coordinator
	Rob Heberly
	X

	
	     Appointed Positions/Chairs
	

	
	Service Officer 
	Charlie Cleves
	X

	
	Americanism Chair
	Eric Howland
	E

	
	Bingo Chair                  
	(VACANT)
	V

	
	House Chair                         
	(VACANT)
	V

	
	Fund-raising Chair
	(VACANT)
	V

	
	Community Support Chair
	(VACANT)
	V

	
	Event Coordination Chair
	(VACANT)
	V

	
	Charities, Inc Liaison
	Dan Wolfangel
	X

	
	SAL Committee Chair
	Tony Capetillo
	E

	
	Bar/Concession Manager
	Steve Stuntz
	X

	
	  Alternate to Officers and Chairs
	
	
	

	
	Assistant Finance Officer
	Joe Dubois
	X

	
	Assistant Sergeant at Arms
	Gary Gregorio
	X

	
	Assistant Adjutant
	(VACANT)
	V

	
	Charities, Inc. Treasurer
	Martin Gilbert
	A

	
	  Additional Attendees 
	
	

	
	4th Dist. Gifts for Yanks Chmn
	Ken Ellis
	X

	
	
	


KEY:     X=Present; E=Excused (Prior Notice); A=Absent; V=Vacant; Z=via Zoom

Minutes: Carey advised that the December 10, 2025, Meeting Minutes have been posted in the Meeting Minutes binder in the club room, distributed to all EC members, and have been submitted for posting on Post website.  Motion by Wolfangel to accept the Minutes of the December 10, 2025, meeting was Seconded by Caskey and approved unanimously by the members.

Executive Committee Notes: Carey advised that the December 29, 2025, EC Meeting Minutes have been posted in the EC Meeting Minutes binder in the club room, distributed to all EC members, and have been submitted for posting on Post website. At that meeting, the EC agreed with Finance Officer Lindsey to transfer $3,000 from savings to checking for the purchase of food supplies for the 2026 Fish Fry.

Finance Report: Finance Officer Lindsey provided the January 14, 2026, Financial Report included with the hard copy of these Minutes. Motion by Surdick to approve the financial report of January 14, 2026, subject to audit, was Seconded by Porter and approved unanimously by the members.

Membership Report: (Chair - 1st Vice Commander) Chair Sipes reported 146 members (80%) have paid their current dues, and our quota this year is 182. She also presented a statement regarding:
· Membership cards are available to pick up at the Post or to print from the national American Legion website mylegion.org.
· Access to official Post communication systems are limited to current authorized users.

Post Activities Report: (Chair - 2nd Vice Commander) Chair Sunderhaus reported:
· Over 50 attended the Post Christmas party; homemade crafts were amazing
· The Post Auxiliary had over 10 interested people who attended the second meeting; their regular meetings will be second Mondays of the month; still inviting more people to join so they can be named in the Charter document when issued.
· Valentines Day party February 14 at 7:30 with ‘80s Prom theme, tickets $10
· Live entertainment in Club Room Fridays starting at 6:00
· Possible College Championship game and Super Bowl game parties.
· Karaoke Thursdays continues
· Hall furniture removal party January 22 for the floor refinishing work; Furniture placement party Jan 25.
· February 21 7:00 Celebration of Life for Rich Poe 
· Ramping up for Fish Fry 2026; first batch of food has been purchased, ordering paper supplies; first FF is February 20 at 4:30
· Texas Hold’em February 28 with ATFD

Adjutant Reports and Correspondence: Adjutant Carey advised the following correspondence of consequence and interest to Post members, or requiring Post action, were received since last EC meeting:
Correspondence Received:
· Routine bank statements, ads, magazines, dues payments, invoices, etc.
· Voicemail from Mr. Stewart soliciting funding for baseball team Cincinnati Storm which he coaches. To Minnich 
· Donation check in memory of Poe. To Lindsey 
· Announcement of Four Chaplains Memorial Service on February 7. Posted on BB
· Voicemail from member Bob King about a rental March 4 6:00-9:00. To Minnich and Tina
· Voicemail regarding getting help for her son. To Cleves 
· Reminder card from 501c3 Center. To Lindsey 
· Reminder from Hamilton County Public Health about backflow inspection due February 18. To Lindsey 
· 3 donation checks in memory of Boboltz, To Lindsey 
· Brick order. To Caskey 
Outgoing Correspondence: None

Chaplain’s Report:  Heberly commented on health issues and other needs of members. 
· Starting the practice of recognizing the passing of Post members during the year each January. Those passing in 2025 were: 
· Thomas Andes, 34-year member (Marine)
· Lee Boboltz, 36-year member (Air Force)
· Dick Reed, 57-year PUFL member (Army)
· Reminded us of the need for accurate and open communication within the Post, and the noticeable improvement seen in the operation of the club room.

Committees and Liaison Reports:             
· Americanism Committee: (Chair Howland) No report

· Community Support & Recognition Committee: (Chair VACANT).  
Wolfangel reported: Annual L & O Awards Program: Nominations for recipients received from ATFD (Chief Martin) & HCSO -D5 (Lt. Downing), for our Post L & O Awards. Will prepare presentations and order plaques for presentation at our Annual Awards Program. Need to confirm a date on Post calendar for the Program? Usually July 11th, 18th, 25th?
Minnich noted the date will be determined at the next EC meeting.
Minnich will meet with the new township trustee tomorrow to continue to grow our relationship with the township.
· Service, Veterans Affairs, Economic & Legislation Committee: (Chair Cleves) Cleves reported he called the person who left a voicemail asking for help for her son, but there was no answer or callback.

· VAVS Coordination Committee: (Chair Heberly) No report
· Fund-Raising Committee: (Chair VACANT) Wolfangel reported:
· Karaoke Thursdays: 2025-2026 Fall /Winter/Spring session thus far has produced a net profit of approx $2,600.00 over first 15 events. Continues thru May22nd. Will be moving event to Club Room on Thur 1/22/26 due to hall floor refinishing, and also on Friday 1/30/26 (instead of Thur 29th) due to accommodate a large hall rental. Lindsey proposed conducting Queen of Hearts on Monday nights, with the goal of paying off the mortgage; more information to follow.
· Lindsey reported: First purchase of fish and Mac and Cheese has been completed; will start purchasing other items as needed.
· Caskey reported he has one order for bricks, 5 orders required before placing the order with the supplier
· Minnich summarized some of the ideas being considered by the Marketing Committee

· Event Coordination Committee: Minnich and Lindsey are working event coordination, with temporary assistance from Knight.  The Turpin Spart-o-Rama will be March 28.

· House Committee: Lindsey reported 
· Volunteers needed for removal of hall items on the 22nd at 7pm. 
Floors will be redone on 2/23, thanks to Vince Sunderhaus for obtaining a favorable quote
· Building owner behind us wants to remove the tree and bushes and repave the parking lot at his expense.

· Public Relations / External Communications Committee: (Chair Carey) No report
· Internal Communications Committee: (Chair Sunderhaus) Gregorio reported the January newsletter is out, and articles are needed for the February newsletter by the 20th. 11 mailouts, and 1 printed for the club room

· Uniformed Ceremonies Committee: (Chair Caskey): Caskey reported:
· March 8, Flightless Honor Flight at Township Administration Center
· Armory inventory due April 30; stock inventory this week
· The Joseph House box is in the club room
· Need to update the name tag board prior to the Fish Fry
· Display of items in lobby on the credenza needs participation

· Charities, Inc. Committee: (CI Liaison Wolfangel): Wolfangel reported as follows:
· The current C.I. Budgeted items for funding of Post benevolent projects and programs for 2025 / 2026. A review of the upcoming C.I. budget for 2026-2027 Post Projects is being formulated and will be presented to E.C. for review when completed.
· The C.I. Board will be holding their first 2026 Quarterly Meeting tentatively on February 11th, at 5:30 PM, immediately prior to February Post Membership Mtg.
· In addition to these items, Post and civilian membership on the current C.I. Board has become an issue, as we currently have only one civilian C.I. Board member out of three, with the stepping down of Lisa Banks and Donna Prues, and are one Post Board member short with the resignation of Eric Franz.   (NOTE: We have a total of 4 civilians who have expressed interest in the non-Post positions. Still need a Post Member for consideration.
· Treasurers Report is included with the paper copies of these Minutes.

· Capital Projects: (Chair VACANT) 
· Marketing Committee: (Chair Minnich) (See Fund Raising above)
· SAL Committee: (Chair Capetillo) (See Fund Raising and Events above)
· Concession/Bar Manager (Stuntz): No report

· Guest Speaker: Ken Ellis, 4th District chairman of Gifts for Yanks, encouraged more donations, to be received by April 1, mailed directly to him.  He listed some of the gifts made in the past for the benefit of veterans.
He noted any veteran who uses a civilian hospital must notify the VA within 72 hours.
He mentioned the Clermont County Four Chaplains Service February 1, 2:00 at Cranston Memorial Presbyterian Church in New Richmond. He also noted there are over 80,000 MIAs since WWII.
Wolfangel noted our donation to Gifts for Yanks approved by the CI Board, along with other donations received, is submitted by Charities Inc.in one check.

· Hamilton County Council Report: None
· 4th District Report:
· Dept. of Ohio Report: None
· Old Business: None
· New Business: Sunderhaus reported that TQL has named Sipes third place winner of $250 for donating time to charitable causes, which she promptly donated to her favorite charity, the Post.
· Good of the Legion: Effective ways to communicate with the Cleaning Crew were discussed.
· Joseph House Bin: None
· Volunteer Raffle: Gift Card won by Stuntz         
· Split-The-Pot: Handled by Prem, won by Porter      
· Next E.C. Meeting: January 28, 2026
· Next Post Meeting: February 11, 2026
· Further Business: None
· Closing: There being no further business to come before the membership, closing Prayer was given by Heberly. The POW/MIA chair cover was recovered by Gregorio. Meeting adjourned by Minnich for refreshments approximately 8:15 PM. 

Prepared by: 


Adjutant Carey
2

image1.png





