
MINUTES

AMERICAN LEGION POST 318
REGULAR MEETING

    MARCH 8, 2017   (Approved)
The Post meeting, conducted at Post 318's facility, was called to order by Commander Don Bishop at approximately 7:00 PM.  Colors were in place and were saluted.  Opening Prayer was given by Chaplain Jerry Porter. Commander Bishop then gave the recognition of POW-MIA's, with the POW-MIA Chair Cover put in place by Acting Sgt-at-Arms Walt Geil.    1st Vice Commander Bob Kamman then led the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance. Commander Don Bishop led the reciting of the American Legion Preamble.  Commander Bishop then opened meeting for the normal order of business.

Attendance:   Acting Sgt-At-Arms Walt Geil noted that there were eighteen Post 318 members present, which represented a quorum.  There were no guests.

Roll Call of Post Officers and Committee Chairs:   Adjutant Dan Wolfangel conducted roll call, indicating Post Officers:  Commander Don Bishop; 1st Vice Commander Bob Kamman; 2nd Vice Commander Matt Lilly (late); Adjutant Dan Wolfangel; and Chaplain Jerry Porter were present, as were Committee Chair Jimmy Bussey (Event Coordination); and Committee Co-Chair Ed Sears (Bingo).  
Excused with prior notice were Finance Officer Ron Yersky; Committee Chair Bob Alfieri (House); and Committee Co-Chair Dennis Sakal (Bingo).  Absent were Sgt-at-Arms Rick Simpson and Service Officer Tom Clegg,  and  Americanism, Fund-Raising and Community Support Chair positions which remain vacant.   
Minutes:    Adjutant Wolfangel noted that the minutes from the February 8, 2017 Post Meeting had been produced in printed format, and placed in the Post Meeting Minutes binder located in the clubroom bookcase.  A motion was made (Dan Wolfangel), seconded (Jerry Porter), and passed unanimously to accept the minutes as printed. 
Executive Committee Notes:   Adjutant Wolfangel advised that the February 22, 2017 E.C. Meeting Minutes, in full printed format, had been placed in the E.C. Meeting Minutes binder in the clubroom bookcase.  A summary of noteworthy items or actions from the February E.C. Meeting were reported as follows: 
· Approved contract for roofing repair at cost of $14,700, by Metal Systems F& E, under payment plan of $5,000 upon completion and monthly payments of $1,000 each until paid off.

· Set 2018 Post annual membership dues to remain at $40.

· Authorized After-Prom contributions of $100 each to Anderson, Turpin and McNicholas High Schools, as previously allocated in Charities, Inc.(C.I.) budget.

· Authorized a $200 contribution to Yellow Ribbon “Never forget Scholarship Foundation”, as previously allocated in Charities, Inc.(C.I.) budget.

· Accepted offer to have a Kona Shaved Ice truck at Post Annual Easter Egg Hunt, with Post receiving 25% of product sold.

· Authorized $25 contribution to a memorial project at North Avondale Montessori School recognizing two local Tuskegee airmen who previously attended North Avondale Elementary School. Contribution to come from C.I. discretionary funds.

· Authorized $150 contribution to Dept. of Ohio Special Olympics Campaign, as previously allocated in Charities, Inc.(C.I.) budget.

· Approved funds for purchase of replacement computer for use of Finance Officer

· Authorized the disbursement of multiple charitable funding items that are already allocated within the 2016-2017 approved C.I. Budget, which will be forthcoming between now and the end of the 2016-2017 C.I. fiscal year (June). Those disbursements authorized were: Operation Homefront  - $50; USO Central & Southern Ohio  - $100; A.L Legacy Scholarship Foundation - $500; A.L Gifts For Yanks - $300. (will be supplemented by individual donations).; Joseph House Golf Outing - $100; 4th District Commander's Pin/Gift - $25; 

A/T Veterans Memorial - $100; Fisher House -300; Honor Flight – Tri-State - $300; V.A. Hospital Shuttle Project – 200; Joseph House - $100; A/T Independence Day / July 4th Parade Sponsorship - $125; Annual Post Easter Egg Hunt – up to $500; Boy Scouts/Cub Scouts Program - $300.
Finance Report:   Adjutant Wolfangel, in absence of Finance Officer Ron Yersky, relayed the following information supplied by Yersky:

· Current operating fund balance is approximately $8,274, subject to several outstanding bills yet to be paid.

· Will be submitting corrected printed December 2016, January 2017 and February 2017 financial reports, along with the March 2017 financial report at the April Post Meeting, for any discussion and acceptance subject to audit.

· Has his new Post provided computer up and running. Old computer has been returned to Post for use with Post security system.

· Will have cash drawers reset for Friday fish fry event.
Membership Report:  (Chair - 1st Vice Commander).
Chair Bob Kamman, noted the following:

· We currently had 152 members on record as paid for 2017, which puts us two members short of making quota.  He has two additional transfers in progress, however, those will not be counted toward our quota, as they have already paid 2017 dues.  

· He indicated he would plan for another Member Orientation for late March, if there was any interest. 

· He noted March's Post member birthday's.
Commander Bishop commented on his attendance, as our Post representative, at the 4th District's “Little Brown Jug” Membership event. He presented Membership Chair Kamman with a cap pin from the event.

Post Activities Report:   (Chair - 2nd Vice Commander).

Commander Bishop, in the delayed absence of Chair Matt Lilly, reminded that the next Post Activity event forthcoming would be the Annual Easter Egg Hunt.
Adjutant Reports and Correspondence: 
Adjutant Wolfangel noted the following items of correspondence, or articles of interest that were received and/or posted over the last month on the Adjutant’s bulletin board located in the Post clubroom:

       New or Recent Correspondence / Items:   
· Info on “Hero's Rest – Final Ride” Service:    Posted.
· Notice of Western Hills Veterans Council “Memorial Day Parade” May 29th -(Cheviot Ohio):  Posted
· Dept. of Ohio Memo of Deadlines, Events Updates for VA&R, GFY, Etc. February through April: Posted.
· Resolution from Post 199 (Harrison) Supporting Greg Elsbernd for 4th District 1st Vice Commander: Posted
· Notice of 4th District Eight Ball Tournament – April 9th  (Fairfield , OH):  Posted.
· Notice of A/T July 4th Parade /Request for Sponsorship Contribution:  It was noted that a $125 sponsorship contribution from C.I. budget was previously allocated and approved for disbursement by E.C.  Info provided to Bob Alfieri who is coordinating event for Post..
· Buckeye Boys State Application Packet:  Forwarded to Jerry Porter who is coordinating Post participation.
· Email Message from Dept. of Ohio, via 4th District, relative to “Ohio Drug Price Standards Initiative”:  Posted.
Adjutant Wolfangel advised the following outgoing correspondence:

                     *     Annual Post Data Report submitted verifying Post location, mailing and contact logistics, and advising 

                            of membership dues amount for 2018.
Chaplain’s & VAVS Report:  (VAVS Chair - Chaplain):
Chaplain Porter commented on, or noted following:

· Bob Calder still receiving treatment for his fall, and also will require additional treatment for his prior medical issues.

· Linda Alfieri (wife of Bob Alfieri) had hip replacement, and is doing well.

· Keith Musselman is able to get out and around, and did stop by Post the other day. 

· Next VAVS event is scheduled for Tuesday - May 30th, and he is still trying to get date changed due to our numerous Post Memorial Day activities during that time. 
Committees and Liaison Reports:                                         
· Americanism Committee: (Chair – (OPEN). 
Commander Bishop noted that the Committee Chair position for this committee is still open, and noted that all non-supported projects and programs are suspended at this time. 

Jerry Porter, who has volunteered to coordinate several of the individual committee programs, commented on the BB&GS Program, noting all applications are out for completion by the BB&GS planned attendees (7 girls and 4 boys).
Commander Bishop questioned as tho whether letters had been sent to the schools regarding the Post's “Child of a Veteran Scholarships”.  Porter advised not to his knowledge, however, advised that if Bishop would send him an electronic copy of the letter format, he would get them out to the three schools.

              Porter also advised that he has talked to SAA Rick Simpson, who advised that since he is now living in 

              Kentucky, he will no longer be able to fulfill the commitments related to the duties of SAA and Uniform 

              Ceremonies Chair, and requests to be relieved of such obligations.

              Porter also commented on the first week's Fish Fry event, noting we had more patrons than was anticipated, and 

              that he still needed some additional volunteers to help for the additional upcoming fish fry dates.

· Community Support & Recognition Committee: (Chair – OPEN)

              Commander Bishop advised that the Community Support Committee Chair position is still open, and all non-

              supported projects and programs are suspended. There was nothing to report.
· Service, Veterans Affairs, Economic & Legislation Committee:   (Chair - Service Officer)

               No report in absence of Service Officer Tom Clegg. Commander Bishop reminded that Tom Clegg has indicated 

               he will not be available to continue as Service Officer after the end of June.  Bishop noted that this is a required 

               Legion Post position, and someone will need to step forward to take over the position if we are to maintain our 

               charter.
               Member Richard Helms requested permission to address the meeting regarding a pending HR 303 (Retired Pay

               Restoration Act), which is proposed to eliminate current policy of reduced retirement benefits if also receiving 

               V.A. benefits. Noted need to write U.S. Representatives and Senators to support this bill. Commander Bishop to

               provide Helms with information as to the process for writing and initiating a Resolution. 
· Bingo Committee  (Co-Chairs– Dennis Sakal / Ed Sears)

              Co-Chair Sears commented or noted the following:

· Thanked all that are helping with bingo, and advised he continues to need more volunteers;

· Advised bingo, over last three-week month, has provided approximately $1,650 to Post and approximately $650 to C.I.;   
· Fund-Raising Committee:   (Chair – OPEN). 


Commander Bishop noted that this Committee Chair position remains open, and all non-supported projects and programs are suspended. He further noted:
· Hoops-Mania:  All stubs need to be recorded by March 10th.
· Dances:  Commented on forthcoming St. Pat's Dance on March 18th.
· Restaurant Fund-Raiser:  Indicated Ralph Caskey had one set up for March 22nd, at Arthur’s restaurant on

       Beechmont Ave.  Coupons for the 10% to Post were available on sign-up table.  

· Event Coordination Committee:   (Chair – Jimmy Bussey).

       Chair Bussey commented on several forthcoming event rentals of hall. All will be placed on new electronic 

       Event/Activity Calendar accessible via our new web site. Will need to be several special work parties scheduled.
· House Committee:   (Chair – Bob Alfieri).
       Ed Sears, in absence of Chair Alfieri, commented on, or noted following:
· Clean Up / Set Up of Hall:  Thanks to all who have helped. Still need more volunteers. 
· Special Work Party: Will need 3 PM Sunday detail this weekend before Bingo.
· Roof Repairs:  Are underway, and will be replacing approximately 1/3 of roof, however, work may be affected by weather conditions. .
· Internal / External Communications Committee:    (Chair – Adjutant).
       External Communications:   Adjutant Wolfangel reported that: FHJ repeated article on current dance schedule in 

       last Wednesday's issue; Fish Fry has appeared in last two issues of FHJ as a listing in calendar of events; and St.

       Pat Dance has been submitted for listing in the calendar of events. 
       Internal Communications: Commander Bishop reporting on Internal Communications, advised that items for

       April newsletter would be due by March 24th.  He noted that work on the new web site was continuing, and 

       discussed/explained the new electronic calendar access and entry of events process. It will now be the 

        responsibility of the respective committee chairs, program leads, etc, for putting their events into the calendar.
· Uniformed Ceremonies Committee:  (Chair / Sgt.-at-Arms):   

               Commander Bishop, in absence of Uniform Ceremonies Chair or representative, indicated that:

· Bob Calder, due to health reasons, has stepped down from coordinating Color Guard,; Memorial Day; 

     July 4th Parade; and Military/Funeral Rites. 

· With SAA Simpson stepping down from SAA and UCC Chair, this is now an open position, and all 

     non-supported UCC programs, events or activities are once again suspended.
· Memorial Day Activities:  Currently there is no one to coordinate our historical cemetery visitation 

             services and the A/T Memorial Day Service activities.  
· Charities, Inc. Committee:  (Chair Don Bishop)
       Chair Bishop commented on the CI Finance Report (prepared by Walt Geil – CI Treasurer) as of February 28,

       2017. Copies were available at sign-in table, and copy provided to Adjutant for filing with March Meeting

       minutes. He noted that the total balance of CI funds on report was $4,769 as of end of February.   
        Bishop also discussed the logistics for the Poppy Program, and indicated he needed some empty plastic coffee 

        containers for use as donation buckets.
Hamilton County Council (HCC) Report:    Commander Bishop commented on the HCC Meeting on March 1st, at our Post, which was the HCC recognition of their Oratorical and Americanism winners, including our Oratorical contestant Sean Schaeffer.  Attendance was very poor, with only about 6 to 8 people from the county present.
4th District Report:   Commander Bishop advised he had nothing to report. 
Jerry Porter noted that the Dept. of Ohio Oratorical Competition would be held on March 19th, at Ohio Dominion University in Columbus, and Post 318's Sean Schaeffer would be competing for a State win, and a chance for the national competition. Porter is planning to attend.
Old Business:     Post Operations:  Commander Bishop advised that we still have a number of projects and programs that 

                            are suspended, due to lack of  leadership support. 
                            Gifts For Yanks Campaign:  Walt Geil, in absence of Ralph Caskey, advised he was collecting

                            contributions for the GFY, and this was last meeting for contributions before campaign ends. All 

                            individual contributions will be added to the $300 allocated within the C.I. budget for GFY.

New Business:    None.
Good Of The Legion: .
· Volunteer Drawing:   Don Bishop handled.  $50 gift card went to Darryl Everman.

·   Split-the-Pot:   Jimmy Bussey handled.  Drawing was won by Charles Cleve. 

·   Joseph House Bin for Clothing:   Bishop noted there was currently a hold on receipt of clothing, so do not bring any more in at this time. 
· Fisher House Food Donations:   Place in box in clubroom.
· Next E.C. Meeting:   Commander Bishop noted it would be March 29, 2017.                
· Next Post Meeting:   Commander Bishop noted it would be  April 12, 2017.                
· Refreshments in Clubroom: Following close of meeting.     

Closing:
There being no further business to come before the membership, Chaplain Porter gave closing prayer, followed by Commander Bishop's call for removal of POW-MIA Chair Cover by Acting Sgt-At-Arms Walt Geil.  Commander Bishop then called for saluting the colors in place, and then declared the meeting adjourned at approximately 7:50 PM.

Dan Wolfangel 

Post Adjutant

